Tan Tock Seng’s Hospital, Singapore. 


By Arthur Knigii r. 


J he early history of this voidable institution is briefly five a 
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by the inscriptions on tablets still to be 
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in front of the new 
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premises cm 



Hoad, 
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Hbis Ibospital 
for tbc 

Diseased of all Countries 

was built a.®. 1S44 

at tbe cost of 
Seven Hbeusand Dollars 

wbollfi befrageb Lw 

Han Hoch Seng. 

Hbe wings were abbeb 
witb large improvements effecteb 

at a cost of 

Hbrec Hbottsand Dollars 
wbollv defrayed bv 

9 k i Jft 

Han Iktm Cbing 
son of tbe jfounber. 


Hbis tablet was ercctcb bB tbe 
Committee of Management 

IS54. 


The Hospital above referred-to 
M r. Tan Took Seng was a pros 
was stilted, intended to make a 


was erected on Pearls Hill. 
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for the maintenance of a given number of pati< 



here, and had, it 


to 


bu 1 lie died m 





ItSoO without having ma<lo this arrangement. 
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it was mainly maintained 
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though Europeans also 
men freelv ren< 
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contributed, and European medical 
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services. 
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s were then politically under the (» 
of India, and the Military authorities in course of time 
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above quoted, which, of course, luid been altaclied 

<rs, were then removed to the front of the 



to the original 
new premises, with the addition of another, setting forth 


Gbe 

Ibcspital 

was removes from its original 

stte to tbe present 
buildings in 

I 860 . 




became necessarv as 



in 


creased in number; also wards built of materials not permanent 
had from time to time to be replaced, ami the money for these pur¬ 
poses was commonly raised by appeals for subscription- from mem¬ 
bers of the Chinese community. Mr. Tan Kim Chine by no means 

* o * 

stopped at the liberality which is recorded on the tablet above 
quoted, and many Chinese gentlemen of means have from time to 

. Tan Beng Swee. then a 


time freely contributed 


in 1.8 



member of the Committee of Management,—son of Tan Kim Seng, 

• memory tbe fountain near the Exchange was built, and 


in w 


fatliei 




the Hon* 





three wards at his 


own expense, one of which wa.» of permanent materials, accoinmn- 


11; 




111 



jtj patients. 

of time the expense of the Hospital lias become 
so great that it has to be mainly supported by Government grant, 
but it still has an income derived from interest on invested monev. 



from subscriptions and donations, and rents of property mane over 
to the Hospital, which was incorporated by Ordinance No. YU 



dr 
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malt 



Fhe Corporation consists of the holders for the time being of 
certain high offices in the Public Service 
being President), of tbe eldest resident 
Founder, and of subscribers (generally Chinese) of not 
*$12 per annum and donors of not loss than $1,000: The late Mr. 

one of the original members of the « om- 





C. B. Buckley was 

4 

mittee of Management. 



■ ■■ it is interesting to note that so tar as tin* institution is 

and has been indebted to private support it is almost wholly to 
Chinese, there is one notable exception which should not be passed 
over — that is the gift of the property now known as Swd Ali's 

Hand, by an Arab merchant, Sved Ali bin Mahomed al dunied. 
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s property abuts on Victoria Street. Queen Street, and . 

Street, and contains an area of over five acres. It was taken by 

t * 

this Aral) gentleman in 1 *s7 on a least 1 from Government for 99 
Years, and be in the same year assigned it for a nominal consider- 


ation to trustees for the benefit of the Hospital. By the Incorpo¬ 
ration Ordinance the property is vested in the II spital, and it has 
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leased out in lots at 99 years, yielding a yearly rental now 
amounting to $1,231.50. 

For some years the question was discussed of removing the 
Hospital from Seranggong Road to a more favourable site, 
had therefore been no building of new wards, except two experi¬ 
mental ones constructed by the Government a few years ago. The 

%/ 4 

entirely new buildings, of a permanent 
nature, on Moulmein Road. For this new foundation no call 


Government Ini' now er 



has been made Upon the general funds of the Corporation, but the 

re was lessened by the generous gift by 
$5 <>,<mm>, which, having been kept at interest 


(Jovernment 





Towkay Coke Yew of 

tor some time, swelled to $58,960.'?4: also bv a legacy 

* * Gr mf 

from Wee Boon Teck, who was at the time of his death, in 1888, a 
member of the Committee of Management. This remained on 
fixed deposit at eumnlative interest until last year, when it reached 
a total of $9.old. 18. This legaev having been made for the eon- 

+ ” rr 

struction of a new ward, it was also banded over to Government to 
be used in the construction of one of the wards in the new buildings, 
which is inscribed with the testator's name. Similarly, five wards 

t/ / _ 

have been named after Towkay Loke Yew and one after Mr. Tan 
Bong Swee. 

On the completion of the new Hospital (vested in the Cor¬ 
poration in exchange for the old property, which was formally 
surrendered), it was decided, with the sanction of His Excellency 
the Governor, that it should continue to bear the name of tin 
Founder, Tan lock Seng, and a new 



was prepared for the 

entrance with the following additional historical inscription:— 


ITan dock Sena’s ibospital 
jfor tbe Sick ipeor of all nations 

(incorporated In? Ordinance IPl'il ot 1SS0, and supported In? 

Government witb tbe aid ot THoluntan? 

Contributions. 

dbe original ibospital was built in IS44 b>? dfcr. dan dock Send 
at bis own charges and was afterwards enlarged at tbe cjpense 
of bis son, flbr. dan f?int Cbing. 

Ut was removed to a new site, in Seranggong IRoad, b\? tbe 
Government of UnOia in ISoO, and additional wards were added 
in lS7g bv? /tor. dan 35eng Swee, and at subsequent dates in? 
tbe Straits Settlements Government. 

dbc present buildings, erected at a cost ot $4Sl.2lO (including 
tbe cost of site), principally from Government funds, witb tbe aid 
of a donation of $50,000 bv; /iftr. loke ti>ew and a bequest made 
bv /l&r. tUec .t3oon deck, were completed in IgOO, Sir 3 obu 

I 

Undersoil, being Gov’ernor of tbe Straits Settlements. 

lour, Straits Branch 
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Then attention was drawn to the large number of Chinese 
inmates —nearly 40—who* Mere incurably blind, most of whom 

i mf w 

health, but who Mere occupying space 
M'hicli should he available for the sick. It M r as therefore desir- 


were 



wise m g 



able that a separate ward should be prepared for the blind, and 
this want was met by the munificent gift of $12,000 from Mr. Oxg 
I vni Wee, of Malacca. The new ward was, bv the sanction of Hi' 
Excellency the Governor, erected on a site adjoining the new build¬ 
ings, and named after the generous donor, his gift to be recorded by 

~ 7 O / <- mV 

a suitable tablet. 
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